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3.\ An imaging stylet comprising a malleable stylet having a longitudinal axis and 
a proximal cndWd a distal end; 

a flexible image guide having a longitudinal axis and a proximal end and a distal end, 
said image guide being connected to said stylet such that a portion of said image guide runs 
parallel to a portion of said stylet along the longitudinal axis of said stylet and such that distal 
end ofsaid image guidcSis co-exlensive with the distal end of said stylet; 

at least one flexible illumination fiber having a proximal end and a distal end, said 
illumination fiber being connected to said stylet such that a portion of said illumination fiber runs 
parallel to a portion ofsaid slVlet along the longitudal axis ofsaid stylet and such that the distal 
end of said illumination fiber is\o-^xtensive with the distal end ofsaid stylet; and 

a removable sheath ha^n^gTbngitudinal axis and at least one open end, said sheath 
disposed around the distal ends o 
that Llio longitudal axis of said 
longitudinal axis ofsaid stylet, 



'said stylet, said image guide, and said illumination fiber such 
sheall/ substantially coincides with or is parallel with the 



4. An imaging stylet according to claim 3, wherein said sheath is adapted to 
isolate the distal end of said image guide fr^om the inside of a body, and wherein said sheath 
comprises a transparent end portion at its distal\cnd through which an image from the inside of a 
body can be received by the distal end ofsaid image guide. 
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An 



A device for viewing an inlerior surface of a body, comprising: 



a sheath adapted for use witli a fiber-optic imaging device, the fiber-optic imaging 



device comprising an image guide that 
the inlerior of a body and a proximal lip 



as a distal cud for receiving an image of a surface from 
that remains oulside of the body, said sheath comprising 



an elongated, flexible tube having a pro cimal end, a distal end, and an interior area adapted to be 
occupied by at least a distal portion of an image guide, said tube adapted to isolate the distal end 
of the image guide from the inside of k body, said tube comprising a transparent end portion at 
its distal end through which an image from the inside of a body can be received by the distal end 
of an image guide positioned inside said tube; and at least one illumination fiber having a 
proximal end and a distal end, said illumination fiber attached to said tube such that the distal 
end of said illumination fiber is positioned at the distal end of said tube; and 

a flexible image guide having a distal end for receiving an image of a surface from the 
interior oT a body and a proximal tip that remains oulside of the body, the distal end of said 
image guide disposed within saidftubc. 

6. The device oyclaim 5, wherein said image guide is plastic. 

7. The device of claim 5, wherein said sheath is further adapted to receive a 
stylet, such that when a stylct/is positioned within said sheath, the longitudinal axis of the stylet 
is substantially paraellel to the longitudinal axis of said tube. 

8. The device pf claim 5, further comprising a malleable stylet, said stylet attached 
to said tube such that the longitudinal axis of said stylet is substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of said tube. 

9. The devitec of claim 7, further comprising a malleable styl^Dositioned within 
said sheath. 

10. The device of claim 7, wherein said image guide is plastic. 

1 1 . The device of claim 8, wherein said image guide is plastic. 
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12. 



lie device of claim 9, wherein said image guide is plastic. 



13. A sheath adapted for use with a fiber-optic imaging device, the fiber-optic 
imaging device comprising an image guide that has a distal end for receiving an image oF a 
surface from the iiUerior\of a body and a proximal tip that remains outside of the body, said 
sheath comprising: 

an elongated, flexible tube having a proximal end, a distal end, and an interior area 
adapted to be occupied by at least a distal portion of an image guide, said tube adapted to isolate 
the distal end of the imago guidc^from the inside of a body, said tube comprising a transparent 
end portion at its distal end througl^which an image from the inside of a body can be received by 
the distal end of an image guide positioned inside said tube; and 



lationVf 



at least one illumination \fibcr/hayng a proximal end and a distal end, said 
illumination fiber allached to said tube v s/ich ,thaL the distal end of said illumination fiber is 
positioned at the distal end of said tube 

14. The sheath according jto claim 13' wherein said sheath is further adapted to 
receive a stylet, such that when a stylet lis positioned within said sheath, the longitudinal axis of 



the stylet is substantially parallel to the N fongitif^inal axis of said tube 



\ 



15. The sheath according to claim \i y further comprising a malleable stylet, said 
stylet attached to said tube such that tqc longitudina\axis of said stylet is substantially parallel to 
the longitudinal axis of said tube. 




Remarks 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to Deposit Account 19-0065 any 
fees under 37 CFR 1.16 or 1.17 as required by this paper. 
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